
KENTUCKY COLONEL 

One of the “Guess Who” clues I gave you was “I was commissioned a 
Kentucky Colonel in 2004” 

I made a mistake when writing the clues, not a mistake about being 
commissioned a Kentucky Colonel, but with the date I should have typed 
2003. 

Had that have been the only clue I think it fair to say it would have taken 
some time to have worked out who the person was. 

Most of you have probably never heard of a Kentucky Colonel, and very 
likely were thinking it was “Finger Licking Good” KFC or as my 
Grandchildren call KFC the Kids Fat Club, or at Least had something to do 
with Kentucky Fried Chicken, which it does, but I’ll get to that later. 

So perhaps now I should tell you a bit about Kentucky Colonels. 

Well, being serious for a moment, I should be a little embarrassed to tell 
you, a Kentucky Colonel is the highest title of honour bestowed by 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky.   Commissions for Kentucky Colonels are 
given by the Secretary of State or the Kentucky State Governor to 
individuals in recognition of noteworthy accomplishments, contributions to 
society, remarkable deeds, and outstanding service to a community, state, 
or the nation. 
 
The Governor of Kentucky bestows the honour of a colonel's commission, 
by issuance of letters patent. 
 
The title "Kentucky Colonel" was formalized in 1813, but it was previously 
used informally, to refer to people with honoured reputations, often related 
to military service in the American Revolution.  
 
Early colonels served military roles in the state.  In the latter part of the 19th 
century, the position took on a more ceremonial function.  Colonels in 
uniform attended functions at the Governor's mansion and stood as 
symbolic guards at state events.  By the late 19th century, the title had 
become more of an honorary one.  
 
In 1885, Governor William O'Connell Bradley commissioned the first 
honorary Kentucky Colonels,  as a meritorious award bestowed upon 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Title_of_honor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commission_(document)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letters_patent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Title_of_honor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_O%27Connell_Bradley


citizens for their individual contributions to the state, good deeds, and 
noteworthy actions. 
 
The honour has been given to a broad variety of notable people – including 
various celebrities, artists, writers, athletes, performers, businesspeople, 
US and foreign politicians, and even members of foreign royal families – 
some of the notable people, like myself, have no obvious connection to 
Kentucky. 
 
Now in mentioning members of foreign royal families you might think there 
could be some connection with the “Guess Who“ clue “I’ve driven a double 
decker bus and spent time on the Queens bedroom roof”. 
 
Well – Let me assure you I was not commissioned a Kentucky Colonel 
because blue blood runs in these vanes.  And, my Commission has 
absolutely nothing to do with my close encounter with Her Majesty. 
 
Had the Governor of Kentucky known of my antics when I was a 
mischievous boy, he probably would not have considered me worthy of 
being commissioned.   
 
I spent time on the Queens bedroom roof at Sandringham House it was 
one of the sillier things I’ve done in my life. It didn’t occur to me at the time 
but I could have been in very serious trouble, probably somewhere 
between being shot at by guards and spending time in a borstal (a prison 
for underage offenders)  The later would have been somewhat ironic really 
when you consider when somebody did time in one of Her Majesty’s 
Prisons it was referred to as “Spending time at Her Majesty’s Pleasure”  I 
can’t for the life of me understand what pleasure the Monarch gets from 
incarcerating people. 
 
I probably should quickly tell you I did it for a dare and the promise of ten 
pounds from my mates. And, the most stupid part was not that I didn’t 
consider the serious trouble and danger I was subjecting myself to.  
 
But that I was stupid enough to fail to realise my mates could never have 
come up with the ten quid to pay me for accepting and completing the dare. 
 
By the way, I drove the double decker bus many years later not in London 
but in Tasmania. It was an Outside Broadcast Unit for Radio Station 7LA 



and their driver with a Heavy Rigid Passenger Licence (which is required 
to drive the bus) called in sick. 
 
The radio station was covering the Launceston Christmas Street Parade 
and my then Rotary Club was the organizer of the Parade.  We wanted the 
Bus in the Parade so they could do the live broadcast, as it was wonderful 
publicity for Rotary.  I per chance was the only Rotarian with a Heavy Rigid 
Passenger Licence and thus I got to drive the bus. 
 
I digress somewhat so back to Kentucky Colonels.  
 
Some of the better known people who have been commissioned Kentucky 
Colonels are Harland Sanders, and yes that is actually how the purveyor 
of fried chooks covered in secret herbs and spices became Colonel 
Sanders. 
 

For his fried chicken efforts, in 1935 the governor of Kentucky, Ruby Laffon 
(quite a character in his own right), bestowed Harland Sanders with the title 
of Colonel “in recognition of his contributions to the state's cuisine.” He 
would be commonly called “Colonel Sanders” from that point forward. 
 
Just a few of the others include Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt, Lyndon 
B Johnson and Bill Clinton, Vice President Mike Pence. Princess Anne. 
Powerful men like J Edgar Hoover. A raft of entertainers including Fred 
Astaire, Shirley Temple, Whoopi Goldberg, Bing Crosby, Beatles - John, 
Paul, George and Ringo and even Johnny Depp. Along with Boxer 
Muhammed Ali. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and Pope 
Benedict the 16th. 

Now you may have come to the conclusion and could be forgiven for 
thinking I have been spinning you an elaborate story. And. A part of me 
wishes my literary skills were such that I could conceive a piece fiction of 
this nature. But there are a few facts that will prove I have been relating a 
true story. 

Firstly, because I failed my High School Entry Examination, I certainly didn’t 
attain a level of education that would equip me to pursue a career as a 
novelist.  Secondly my name is Robin Archer not Jeffery Archer. 

And, conclusively I have the Certificate of my Commission as proof. 

SLIDE 



So, at this point you are probably wondering why was I commissioned a 
Kentucky Colonel?  Well I have Rotary to thank for that honour. 

In 2004 I was given the great privilege and pleasure of leading a Rotary 
Group Study Exchange Team to Eastern Kentucky, Rotary District 6740, 
and later of being asked to be a Keynote Speaker at their District 
Conference and to talk about my experiences with the Rotary Foundation 
and Polio Eradication. 

I am honoured to say, Kentucky Governor Paul E Pattern, decided to 
commission me as a Kentucky Colonel in recognition of my work for and 
support of The Rotary Foundation. 

To complete my Members Corner presentation I should inform you,  all of 
the several thousand people who have been commissioned Kentucky 
Colonels were or are entitled to require to be addressed as  "Honourable" 
as indicated on their commission certificates. This is rarely used, and 
Kentucky Colonels are usually just referred to and addressed as "Colonel". 
 

But, my final words for you this evening, are you really don’t have to 
address me as Honourable Colonel - Robin Archer or even Colonel - Robin 
Archer, I much prefer being known as Rotarian Robin Archer. 
 
Thank You 
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