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What are they?

Rotarian Action Groups help Rotary clubs and 
districts plan and carry out community 
development and humanitarian service projects 
in their area of expertise. The groups are 
organized by Rotarians and Rotaractors who are 
proficient, and have a passion for service, in a 
particular field.
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Resources

• Rotary 4 Way Test for Conflict 
Transformation

• The Peace Science Digest
• Peace Projects: Rotarian Action Group 

for Peace

– Football Play it Forward – in the DRPK (North Korea)

– Rural women in Colombia Hold the Key to Peace

https://www.rotarianactiongroupforpeace.org/Projects/football-play-it-forward-in-the-drpk-north-korea/
https://www.rotarianactiongroupforpeace.org/Projects/rural-women-colombia-hold-key-peace/
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Peace Projects

 Conflict Resolution   

Democracy  

Disarmament   

Education   

Environment   

Gender    

Governance  

Human Rights   

Journalism    

Law  

Mediation   

Negotiation  

Nonviolence  

Peacebuilding  

Peacekeeping   

Reconciliation     

Religion 

Restorative Justice 

Security 

Youth   
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SLIDE TITLE
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• SOLUTIONS TO MALNUTRITION & FOOD SECURITY

• Delivering self-sustaining solutions to hunger, malnutrition and food 
security in countries throughout the developing world. The project 
focuses on empowering people through a better understanding of 
the value of their own local food resources that are well adapted and 
thrive naturally with minimal inputs. Easily incorporated into 
existing projects.
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• In 1998, when the Global Polio Eradication Initiative began, polio 
paralysed approximately 350,000 children per year.  Due to the 
dedicated efforts of Rotary and its partners there has been a 
decrease of 99% in polio cases.

• In 2015, approximately 2,600,000 children under the age of 5 died 
from malnutrition linked causes.

• Like polio, hunger and malnutrition is preventable.
• Like polio, Food Plant Solutions needs extensive partnerships.
• Like polio, a long-term commitment is needed.
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The Advantages

• Food Plant Solutions empowers people in developing countries to 
understand local food plant resources to feed themselves and their families.  
No costly equipment or structural improvements are required to get people 
switched onto the advantages of growing local food plants including:

• more certain production
• better adaptation to local conditions – soil type, rainfall, temperature
• better resistance to pests and diseases, hence lower costs for pesticides
• simpler growing requirements, no need for extensive areas cleared 

for monoculture cultivation
• potentially better nutritional quality of local food plants
• The main obstacle to local people taking advantage of local food plants is a 

lack of knowledge about their importance and true nutritional value.  Food 
Plant Solutions is focused on imparting this knowledge to people in 
developing countries.
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Operation Peanut Butter

• Project Peanut Butter (PPB) seeks to advance the treatment of 
severe malnutrition, the single largest cause of child death in the 
world today, using effective, locally produced ready-to-use 
therapeutic foods. This nonprofit is formed to provide needed 
nutritional and medical support primarily to children suffering from 
severe acute malnutrition in sub-Saharan Africa and beyond
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Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM)

• Across the world, Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) is the largest 
killer of children under five years of age, contributing to nearly half 
of all childhood deaths. Defined by a very low weight to height ratio, 
visible severe wasting, or by the presence of nutritional edema, an 
estimated 20 million children suffer from SAM, and malnutrition 
contributes to the death of more than 3 million children a year.

• Severe acute malnutrition is hunger and starvation clinically 
defined: hunger and starvation for nutrients. Without proper 
treatment, the majority of children who survive live with major 
compromises to their health, as well as to their cognitive and 
physical capabilities.
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RUFT

• From 2000-2004, Dr. Manary and colleague Dr. André Briend 
experimented with various ingredients until they created a formula 
that provides the specific, high quality nutrition that severely 
malnourished children need to recover. The food became known as 
Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF). RUTF is an energy-dense, 
peanut butter like paste, but it is more than just peanut butter. It 
consists of roasted ground peanuts (peanut paste), powdered milk, 
vegetable oil, sugar, and vitamins/minerals. Peanuts contain 
mono-unsaturated fats, which are easy to digest, and they are rich in 
protein and zinc, which is good for the immune system. RUTF’s 
intended use is for severely malnourished children ages 6 mo- to 5 
yrs.
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Make up of RUFT
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Local Production

• One of the most unique aspects of Project Peanut Butter’s work is 
that we produce RUTF locally, in the countries where the product is 
needed, and we use as many local ingredients as possible. Our 
projects support local economies and build stronger communities by 
providing jobs for farmers, factory workers, administrators, nurses, 
health aides, drivers, and others. In addition, we lower our carbon 
footprint by sourcing many of our raw materials locally.

• Choosing local production also ensures that consistent supplies of 
RUTF will be available to healthcare systems in vulnerable 
communities. Importing RUTF can often pose challenges, such as 
delays in shipping and materials being held in port for high customs 
fees.
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• 46 million are enslaved … some less than 4 years 
old. Get engaged NOW

• There are an estimated 46 million, according to Walk Free’s Global 
Slavery IndexThere are an estimated 46 million, according to Walk 
Free’s Global Slavery Index. That’s four times more than those taken 
out of Africa during the 400 years of the Atlantic Slave Trade. 
Modern slaves, however, are disposable, cheap, and being hidden 
from plain sight have no human rights. Very young children are now 
in greater danger than ever before as sex traffickers exploit 
opportunities arising from natural disasters, deprivation, civil 
conflict, and mass migration. So let’s Get Engaged.

http://ragas.online/?page_id=671
http://www.globalslaveryindex.org/
http://www.globalslaveryindex.org/
http://ragas.online/?page_id=671
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Australian Influence

• District 9810, Victoria produces a District ‘End Slavery’ 
Newsletter which is circulated to all Clubs. It’s edited by 
RAGAS Coordinator, Tony Stokes. Tony pulls relevant 
articles from RACSnews and adds material from other 
sources to keep Rotarians informed and engaged
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Recent News

• The extremely successful Rotary International Convention 2017 
Trafficking Panel  is a clear sign the issue of tackling modern day slavery 
is gathering momentum in Rotary. Watch it below.

Some of us had the privilege of hearing from, meeting and being inspired by 
Matt Friedman, founder of the Mekong Club.  See his TED talk and other 
resources below.

Also in this issue you can access all the submissions to the Federal 
Government inquiry into a Modern Slavery Act including the RAGAS 
submission together with news of some slavery awareness tours hosted 
by Stop the Traffik and a (non-exhaustive) list of RAWCS projects 
addressing slavery issues for your clubs to support. 


